










PUBLICA TION ANNOUNCEMENT 

Namu Dai Bosa 
A TRANSMISSION OF ZEN TO AMERICA 

by Nyogen Senzaki, Nakagawa Soen, and Shimano Eido 

Edited and with an Introduction by Louis Nordstrorn 

Preface by Ruth Lilienthal 

Namu Dai Bosa will appear in a limited edition on July 4, 1976, 
to mark the formal opening and dedication of International Dai 
Bosatsu Zendo Kongo Ji. Trade and paperback editions will 
follow shortly thereafter. The book is divided into three parts. 
The first contains talks and poems by Nyogen Senzaki; the 
second is composed of teishos by Nakagawa Soen Roshi, 
transcribed during recent sesshins held at Dai Bosatsu Zendo. 
The third, written by Shimano Eido Roshi and called "The Way 
to Dai Bosatsu," is an account of his own Zen training in Japan, 
his experiences in the United States with the development of Zen 
practice there, and the establishment of Dai Bosatsu Zendo. 
Namu Dai Bosa will be published by Theatre Arts, under the 
direction of Jochi George Zournas. (The book will be part of 
Theatre Arts Bhaisajaguru Series, which includes Peonies Kana.) 

Dai Bosutm Zendo Kongo Ji 
A sudden storm. Just as suddenly, the sky clears, and the cheerful notes of 
sparrow and thrush seem to lift the mists. Across the lake two deer drink, 
and our lone Canadian goose, who has been named Harriet (Beecher 
Stowe), continues to graze unperturbed. 

I t  is still hard to believe that we are actually living and practicing in the 
new monastery. Walking across the courtyard platform from dining room to 
Dharma Hall and feeling rather than seeing the upturned roof, the bell- 
shaped windows, the long cool space of the Zendo, one is not quite sure what 
country, what century, what lifetime one is in. 

The summer ango, which formally began on Dai Bosatsu Day, June 21, 
has been a period of prodigious effort. Up at 4;30 for morning service and 
Zazen, we have worked for the most part straight through until supper and 
evening Zazen. Among the results are a woodshed eighty feet long by thirty 
feet wide, a garden of over an acre containing nearly every kind ofvegetable 
(many of which have been stored and frozen for winter use), and over 100 
zafus (round cushions) and nearly 50 zabutons (square cushions) and futons 
(sleeping mats). Trees have been felled, cut and split for firewood to heat the 
monastery; the saphouse and woodshed have been shingled; landscaping of 
the area around the monastery has begun. After much rewriting, editing and 
polishing, Namu Dai Bosa has been put in the hands of Stinehour Press of 
Vermont, which is considered the finest printer in America. 

The summer has brought several innovations. As part of the daily 
schedule, a section of the Lotus Sutra is now read at morning meeting (by 
Kanzan), after which we chant Namu Myo Ho Ren Ge Kvo. July 2 1 marked 
the establishment of a regular schedule for celebration of Dai Bosatsu Day 
(the 21st of each month) which includes chanting of the Diamond Sutra- 
half in the morning, half in the  evening-followed by Zazen, and special 
chanting at Sangha Meadow for all known and unknown departed friends. 

The first of two summer sesshins at Dai Bosatsu was held from June 28 
to July 5 .  On the fifth day after lunch all the participants went to the new 
buildings and cleaned thoroughly. That evening, the first Zazen in the new 
Zendo began. The Roshi said, "This floor has finally been laid. Now we must 
sit with all our might-we must be the nails and screws." Eido Roshi's 
teishos at that sesshin and throughout the summer have been on the Hekigan 
Roku. On July 4, 1975, when he "took the high seat" for the first time in the 
new Zendo, he began: "At last a baby is born.  . ." but he could not continue. 



Tears started, and soon many around him were silently weeping. After 
several moments, Eido Roshi said, "I am going to ask my friend Suigan 
Eddie Daniels to play this teisho." Suigan went to the altar with his flute and 
played "A Child Is Born." 

At the end of sesshin, three students who had arrived at Dai Bosatsu 
Zendo just one year before received their Dharma names: Roy Maurer 
(Choku, Transcending Sunyata); Nancy Merck (Jinen, Compassionate 
Nen); and Dean Peters (Shorin, after Shorin Ji, where Bod hidharma sat for 
nine years). Earlier i n  the summer, Bruce Williams had been given the 
Dharrna name Soshu (the place where Rinzai Zenji was born). 

As a result of Eido Roshi's article about Dai Bosatsu Zendo which 
recently appeared in the Japanese magazine Hoko (Dharma Light), the first 
cash donation from Japan for the completion of Dai Bosatsu Zendo arrived, 
accompanied by a mysterious letter. The donor, a priest at Nenogongen, a 
temple 1050 feet up in the mountains outside of Tokyo, wrote that one day 
as  he was going down the mountain after striking the gong in his bell tower, 
he was stopped by an old man. This stranger, who had been listening to the 
gong reverberating in the surrounding hills and valleys, said: "You must be 
tired from your hard work. Please take this." Handing him something folded 
in paper, he left. When the priest opened it up, there were 1000 yet (about 
$3.00). Sending these 1000 yen to Dai Bosatsu Zendo, the priest commented 
that this contribution was the first of many he had received that did not smell 
of human commerce. Significantly, Nenogongen is the temple Eido Roshi 
visited many times as a young boy; he had even struck the same gong that 
prompted the old man's gift, some thirty years ago. 

The arrival of our own huge gong, contributed by Mr. Kiichiro Kitaura, 
President of Nornura Securities in Japan, is expected soon. There had been 
great concern over the lack of funds for a bell tower from which to hang this 
gong. This summer, however, Eido Roshi received a telephone call from Mr. 
Kitaura during which he generously offered to provide the money for the 
tower as well. The site of the bell tower has been chosen and surveyed, and 
construction will begin soon. 

On July 18, Kanzeon Bodhisattva Day, with Hoors newly sanded and 
oiled in Eido Roshi's quarters, he and Aiho were able to move their belong- 
ings in. Invited in that evening, we chanted Enmei Jukku Kannon Gyo and 
celebrated i s  our beloved teacher took up residence in the monastery. 

On August 3, instead of going out t o  work after breakfast, we returned 
to the Zendo for Zazen. During the morning each of us left one by one to go 
up to the monastery. Sitting on the platform in the main entrance was Eido 
Roshi. Kneeling before him in the traditional posture of niwazume, we 

intoned "Tano mi masho" ("May I ask your attention please9'-the 
traditional request for entrance). We recited aloud the declaration at the 
bottom of the formal applications we had filled out earlier that morning: 

I, a student of Dharma, will follow the rules and schedule of Dai Bvsatsu 
Zendo Kongo Ji if I am admitted. I will try my best to grow not only for 
myself, but for all beings: 

SHU JO MU HEN SEI GAN DO 
(However innumerable all beings are, I vow to enlighten them all.) 

I will also do my best not to disturb the harmony of the Sangha. It is my 
intention to commit myself to testify to the profundity of the Buddha- 
Dharma. 

Upon approving our requests to enter the monastery, Eido Roshi told us 
which rooms would be ours, and we then went to our new quarters and sat in 
Zazen until niwazume for everyone had ended. That afternoon, after moving 
our belongings, we engaged in sumo (wrestling) matches, followed by a trip 
to Rudi's Big Indian, where we had a celebration feast. 

The entire monastery, including the Zendo, kitchen, offices, dining 
room, and laundry, was in full operation on August 8. At 8 P.M. on the 
eighth day of the eighth month (the number 8 is called suehiro and means 
"ever-expanding future*') a formal dedication ceremony took place in the 
new Zendo. The next day, nearly 100 Sangha members and Dharma friends 
gathered at noon in the monastery courtyard for a dedication ceremony. As 
he did three years earlier, when the ground was first broken a t  the site, Eido 
Roshi made an invocation to the dieties of Dai Bosatsu Mountain, 
expressing the Sangha's gratitude. Following the ceremony, we celebrated 
with a grand feast prepared by Aiho and several students. 

On August 15, a funeral service for Shingen Toby Bloom was held, as  
well as a Bon ceremony. His wife Shoun Olga Bloom, his daughter Lenore 
Bloom, Olga's niece Selene and their friend Ms. Yoko Matsuo attended. 

The next day, the wedding of Deanna Peggy Tarshis and Jose Raphael 
Aguayo was performed in the new Dharma Hall. It was the first ceremony to  
be held there. 

Just in time to celebrate August Dai Bosatsu Day in the new Zendo, 
Soen Roshi arrived. Coincidentally, on August 21 just fifteen years ago Eido 
Roshi left Yokohama Harbor for America. Soen Roshi plans to stay here for 
several months. 

The first seven-day sesshin t o  be held entirely in the new Zendo took 
place from August 30 through September 6 and was conducted by both Soen 





Roshi and Eido Roshi. In  his dedication for his first teisho, Soen Roshi 
spoke thus: 

I came to the door of Dai Bosatsu Zendo and it was already open. 
I opened the Book of Rinzai and found no word. 
Where is Master Rinzai? 
Where is the Master? 
Kwasz! 

Soen Roshi gave teishos daily on the Rinzai Roku. Eido Roshi gave 
dokusan. On the evening of August 30, Eido Roshi spoke of how privileged 
we were to have Soen Roshi with us and to be participating in this first 
seven-day sesshin in the new monastery. Although he and Soen Roshi have 
Rinzai Zen backgrounds, he said, here in this new Zendo on this new 
continent we will establish neither Rinzai nor Soto Zen, but Dai Bosatsu 
Zen. 

From August 8, until the end of 1975, the principal officers are: 

Shika Ryo (resident director) 
Fusu Ryo (treasurer) 
Assistant Fusu Ryo 
Inji (secretary) 

Shoro Louis Nordstrom 
Aiho Yasuko Shimano 
Sashu Bruce Williams 
Roko Sherry Nordstrom 

As the physical construction of the monastery nears completion, an 
American lay monastic system is developing as  well. While in essential areas, 
the centuries-old traditions of Japanese Rinzai Zen will be maintained, 
certain aspects of living and practicing at Dai Bosatsu Zendo will become 
clear only as the monastic community develops. In the meantime, the 
following may serve as a general guide concerning residence: 

The fundamental requirement for residence is that the applicant be a 
student who wishes t o  devote himself o r  herself to the Dharma and is 
resolved to follow the Bodhisattva Way. 

Residence implies both increased opportunity for receiving Dharma 
teaching and increased responsibility. Residents will have the benefit ofdaily 
Zazen, frequent dokusan, and sutra study; they will be expected to carry out 
extra assignments according to the occasion, and to participate in some of 
the planning and operation of International Dai Bosatsu Zendo Kongo Ji. 

A student wishing to practice at Dai Bosatsu Zendo for more than one 
year may apply for residence. With Eido Roshi's approval, the student will 
begin a three-month provisional period. At the end of this time, if the 
student wishes to continue, and is considered suited to the lay monastic life 
at Dai Bosatsu Zendo, he or she will to leave for one week, to re-examine 
objectively his or her motivation and dedication, and to make necessary 
preparations. 

Upon returning to the monastery, the student will immediately begin a 

three-day period of solitary Zazen known as tangazume. Having successfully 
completed this requirement, the applicant will be accepted as a resident. 

The room-and-board fee for the first three-month provisional period is $375.00 
($125 per month). It is  to  be paid in full at the beginning of this period, and is non- 
refundable. Once accepted as a resident, the student will be asked to pay $100 per 
month for the next three months, and will be eligible for inclusion in the Zendo 
medical coverage plan, although he or she will be responsible for the quarterly 
premiums. After this second three-month period, room and board will be free, and 
following the satisfactory completion of one year's residence, the student will receive 
a monthly stipend and free medical coverage. Prospective residents are advised to 
bring more than the sum required for room and board, both to cover personal needs 
and to pay for the first sesshin (S100). All succeeding scsshins will be free. 

Roko Sherry Nordstrom 

Last teisho given as Joruku An rEternally Joyful House," the name given she Lodge 
shortly after the new monastery went into operation). (photograph by Shi Chi Ko) 

Diamond Temple is born at last 
I now confront 

the golden wind 
the scarlet mountain 

-Shiman0 Eido Roshi 
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