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To the Zen Studies Society Board and Monks practicing at Dai Bosatsu, 
 
I am reluctant to interfere or even comment in the affairs of any other sangha.  As 
Guiding Dharma Teacher of a small sangha currently, and as a long-time member of the 
San Francisco Zen Center sangha, I have a deep appreciation of the difficulties of 
manifesting and enacting the Buddha Way in our modern American context.  
Nevertheless, I am moved by the efforts of Rev. Genjo Marinello, the current struggle of 
the Zen Studies Society, and the flawed responses of Rev. Eido Shimano to urge you to 
now completely remove Eido Roshi from any position of authority at the Zen Studies 
Society.  His ongoing damaging transgressions over many years and his unrepentant 
attitude now continue to damage all of American Zen, as well as the Zen Studies Society.  
I feel deep sympathy for all of you, and for how difficult all this must be.  But I believe 
that the Zen Studies Society can only become a worthy support for Dharma and practice 
now if you find the courage to sever all ties with Eido Roshi.   
 
With sincere best wishes, 
 
Rev. Taigen Dan Leighton 


