
After reading the eleven new postings (post-Ford) on the Archive, I'm astonished at how 
few (except for 2 or 3 of those letters) have to do w/ the actual problem at ZSS, but 
instead are Genjo and Roko puff-pieces concealed in the context of dealing with the 
problem. I mean, wake the frack up, folks! 
 
Is the American Sangha so fracking naive as to take these, which are essentially form 
letters, as compassionate support from "teachers" to correct a wrong? (Kensei Koji hit it 
on the mark in his letter.)  
 
First, where were these wise folks months or years ago? Kobutsu, Genkaku, and a few 
others have been beating this drum for quite a while, yet those who drafted these form 
letters on the eve of an abbot’s installation could not raise their concerns earlier?  
 
Second, it's all the same delusional, self-promotional crap that got ZSS into the mess it 
finds itself. You "teachers" dressed in your finest, parade around talking about “it.” You 
are just bags of bones playing out the night of a thousand knives. 
 
An old friend who is a student of Pema’s recently told me not to worry, that Buddhism is 
not dead. You know what? She’s right. Chodran teaches, and literally thousands of 
people listen. Her practice is alive and is also not devoid of a human or moral center.  
 
Again, I am drawn back to Ikyu's Skeletons. Over-and-over, through the past few months 
it keeps pulling me back. 
 
Except for a very few gems, institutionalized Zen in North America is showing itself to 
be lame or just plain dead. Now I know why my cushion sits alone. 
 
Oy, 
 
-Tenshin- 


