Re: Sexual misconduct by Buddhist teachers (was Eido Tai Shi
Oby Genjo on Fri Sep 02, 2011 8:55 am

Tenshin wrote:
The question simply becomes how can the board be un-hung and the impasse cleared?

The answer is simple.

Genjo
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L Dear Board,

The question is how can the ZSS board demonstrate plainly that any impasse has clearad. | think the answer is relatively simple. | know a sincere effort was
made at the Sangha Meeting, August 26-28, to bring the two factions together to hear each other so that movement could be made 1o arrive on the same
page towards a healthy future, but it seems clear from the littie I've heard of the meeting that the staunch supporters of Eido Roshi cannot even concede that
there was sexual misconduct. Therefore, it is time to move on; please let the majority of those present be assured by your prompt actions that you heard them.

If together you can manage to quickly, 1) declare that under no circumstances will any ZSS property be sold to either Eido Roshi or some consortium that
supports him, 2) exclude Eido Roshi from being on ZSS property indefinitely, 3) remind staunch supporters of Eido Roshi that they can train elsewhere, 4)
offer an organizational apology to those the organization was not able to protect from serial abuses over decades, 5) adopt bylaws that allow for significant
democratization of the board and the limiting of the role of abbot 1o conducting practice style and schedule, 6) announce that significant resources will be
devoted 1o healing the deep wounds of those directly and indirectly harmed during Eido Roshi's tenure as Abbot, then and only then will this board be able to
established the credibility it needs to chart a healthy recovery and future. Take at least the first two steps 1 y and | will ind my resignation from
the ZSS Board. The construction of the new Chobo-Ji Practice Center is nearly complete, and | have confidence that the root being planted will grow even if |
remain a bit distracted by events in New York. However, if you are unable to take at least these two steps, then | will be approaching Chobo-Ji's board to end
all affiliation with Z55, at least until this impasse has cleared.

In my mind, only by taking these steps can the current board and abbot offer any evid that the arganization is capable of h g the good Eido Roshi
has done. | know many critics will say that he could not have done any good given his flaws, but | will continue to ad: tly disagree and say unequi 1l
that anyone who thinks only in black and white or good or bad has learned nothing about what Zen Buddhism has to offer. He was for me and many others a
significant catalyst in our own unfolding, and for this | will be forever grateful. However, since he has proven himself incapable of discerning the great

damage he has done, it falls to the current abbot and board to do it for him, This is truly the only way the gifts he has given have any possibility of being

appreciated over time. It was an error not to have any mention of why Eido Roshi retired so precipi y at his reti Dec. 8th, at Shinge Roshi's
installation Jan. 1st, at the "special announcement® July 2nd, or even in the recently rel d Z55 1 . lcomp y agree with Seigan
[hitp:fhwrww.zenf international.orghvi pic.php?f=73&1=3584&start=1333] that there should be repeated acknowledgment of the terrible pain caused by

both Eido Shimano Roshi and the organizational structure that allowed his abuses to go on for decades. May we all work concenedly o see that the wheel of
Dharma turns with deep sell-reflection and openheartedness at the practice centers we are associated with.

With palms together,

Genjo

Abbot of Dai Bai Zan Cho Bo Zen Ji (Chobo-Ji) temple, Seattle, USA; psychotherapist and centificated spiritual director.
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